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July marks the 41st anniversary of the Packrat HK1TL EME operation in Colombia. Here are a few
nostalgic documents from the first EME QSO’s in South America

Four Iocal men are makmg the final
arranigements to load 18 crates and

. themselves onto a southbound airliner

this summer to make ham radlo his-
tory.

- The men, members of the Mt Azry
‘VHF Radio Club, known as the “Pack
Rats,” have been mv1ted to Barran-
“quilla, Colombia,'to set up South

Ae a Northeast Ph}ladelphza phar-
macist, Elliott . T, Wiesman explains

it, moon bouncmg is a sophlstlcated

broadcastmg technique using the

moon as a reflector for short W@ve sxg= '

nals. -

.While South' Amerxca is apparently
replete with ““hams”, it has just never

tlon

- fAmerlca s fust “moon bmmcmg” sta-

"mg network

tuned‘in to the worldwme moon bounc— -

. Danboro, both Bucks county, will
- complete the quartet that will leave
.+ July 25-for-two weeks in Barranquilla,
- “a town on’the Colombian coast. Weis-
man said the trip will cost between
. $7,000 and $8,000. The club, which has-
= “members all over this area and New
- Jersey, will pick up part of the tab
“with: the pammpants contributing the

Rad:o Stgnal
From Moon

Continued From Page 23 i

rest. ‘
Once there, the Pack Rats—so

.- named because they pride themselves ||
-~ on scrounging parts and building their
"+ own equipment—will set up the an-
o tenna and await the historic moment.

ity

“We .have contacts all ,eve_r,‘the
world and we found that no one has

‘contacted South America by this

method,” said Weisman, a laboratory:
manager for Merck, Sharp & Dohme,
West Point, Montgomery county..

Stumbled Onto Chance -

The 78-member Pack Rats stumb}ed
onto the chance to hook South Amer- |
ica up with the rest of the world when
Bolmar ‘Aquilar, a Colomb;an nation-
al, moved into Weisman’s nelghbor—
hood. I
Weisman sald the natural cam-
araderie among “hdms” brought the

two together.

“He noticed my antennas,” sald
Weisman, who lives on the 8500 block
of Algon ave. in Oxford Circle. .

‘Aquilar- and his- Baltimore -brother. |
in-law, also contacted some of their
relatives on farms back home, Weis-
man contacted the Colomtnan author-

" ities, and the club s’ antenna desxgner

set to work.
Walt Bohlman a ham who also}

. builds antennas for.a living, had fash-

ioned the club S futurlsnc-lookmg 20-
foot “‘dish’” as it is called, on his farm

- in Revere, just above Doyle‘.,trownr

Transit Problem
But as. Weisman - pomted out it’s’

| tough to get a 20«foot antenna into-an |-
i alrplane

Bohlman's job was to dec.lgn a port- ,
able moon bounce antenna, with parts|
no longer than six feet. Weisman said
the unit fills 18, crates and Welghs 1 000
pounds : - '.

JHe and’ the Pack Rats moon boun-
cers, Tony Sousa, an environmental

engineer - from Ottsville, ‘and: Bill

on. a motorc le mechanic from v
015 y Ploase Tumto‘f’agc 24
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4312 MHZ NOON BOUNCE OPERATION .

EQUIPMENT L
Transmittor: 1KW final 7650 driven by a 4CX300
Feceiver: Orake 2B, H.B, Conv., Proamp FM 4575
2N5650
Antanna: 16 K2RIW Yagis
Mt. A\r;"-;HF Radio Club, Inc. ‘ l K ]‘

CHIEF OPERATOES

WIHQT XiBPP WM

S. Willfam Olson Walter Bohlman nthony F. Souza
Box 197 R.D. 101 East Street Box 189
Cttsville, Pa. Doylostown, Pa. Ottaville, Pa.
18942 usa 18901 USA 18942 USA

The Colombian moonbounce project of the Mt Airy
VRF Radio Club is a cosbined effort. It could not
have been accceplished without the dedication and
assistance of a great many radic amatours among
whom are:

HX1EYM Dr. Atenogenes Blanco

HKLJJ Juan Navarro

Area 2 Radio Club

Colombian League of Radio Amateurs
Acrccondor Adr Linee
W3IKKN 8 W3TNP Mr. & Mrs. Exnost Xenas
Collins Radio
i v nidentified Pack Rat Donor

X W4ZXI Russeoll G, Wicker
Northermn California DX Association

WAZNEY

Daniel Mitten

- 108 Pemmway Circle
Korrisgown Pa. 12043
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Cheese Bits
709 Lincoln Avenue
Cranford NJ 07016

TO:

DOWN EAST MICROWAVE

Manufacturers and Distributors
Of VHF/UHF/SHF Equipment and Parts
50 to 10,368 MHz

No-Tune Linear Transverters

Linear Power Amplifiers

Low Noise Preamps

Coax Relays, Coax Cable,
Connectors

e Crystals, Chip Capacitors, MMICs,

Transistors, RF Modules

For All Equipment
Steve Kostro, N2CEI

http://www.downeastmicrowave.com

19519 78th Ter.
Live Oak FL 32060
Tel. 386-364-5529 (Voice)
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